
Lyrics for The Bristles – Bigger Than Punk - album 
 
side a 
gulag 
bigger than punk rock 
the great wall of europe 
the american dream 
in the closet 
home is where the danger is (home sweet home) 
 
side b 
holidays in thailand 
revolution of the rich 
a woman's work is never done 
spirit way 
the end  
 
 
gulag 
the sick are abolished 
unemployment erased 
work or starve 
labour on sale 
 
ch: 
gulag, gulag, gulag x4 
arbeit macht frei 
 
we live to serve  
a minority 
the upper class 
the power elite 
 
ch: 
 
arbeit macht frei 
work til you die 
x2 
 
ch: x2 
 
Another song about the right-wing government in Sweden and its pursuit of modern day serfdom.  
 
 
bigger than punk rock 
union boss is signing  
worse than bad deals 
in return for an office 
no-show work and free meals 
the foreman’s a bully, bossing workers around 
sucking up, kicking down, striving for promotion 
backstabbers rewarded by management  
the less the workers get, the more to themselves 
 
ch: 
it’s bigger than punk rock x2  
bigger than punk    
 
turning punk into  
music business 
crying for too long  
in the wilderness 
what words to spread? there were no ideals 
just for show, bought and sold, never ever for real 
hardcore pop, social liberal lyrics 
jesters praise big corporate profits 
 
ch: 



it’s bigger than punk rock x4  
bigger than punk    
 
unions, now insurance companies 
cheap home, family, pet insurances 
the revenues: member fees and dividends  
from the investments of the strike funds 
money over bullshit; workers rights 
bottom line, there won’t be no fight 
the cash flow guarantees the unions existence 
a means to an end 
 
ch: 
it’s bigger than punk rock x2  
bigger than punk 
 
It’s not the fact that punk bands sign contracts with multinational record companies that is annoying. It’s their bullshit about it. A 
sell-out is always a sell-out. 
 
 
the great wall of europe  
they steal our diamonds, they steal our oil, they steal our gas, they steal our trees 
they bribe governments, they force our kids to slave in sweatshop factories 
they steal our minerals, they steal our metal, they steal our fish, they steal our animals 
they steal our land, they destroy our homes, they divide families, separates relatives 
they hire war lords to pave the way for the companies, killing and raping  
kidnapping kids, burning down villages, shooting cattle, poisoning fields 
 
ch: 
the great wall, the great wall, the great wall of europe x2  
 
they’re trying to keep us out, trying to kick us out, they wanna lock us up, and send us back 
they blame us  for everything’s gone wrong, they say were the reason  for welfare cut back 
well, we work night and day  on jobs no-one wants, no rights, no safety, starvation wages 
and the wall that’s built, to protect the empire, its wealth, is getting higher and higher 
they’re passing more and more anti-immigration laws, hiring more and more to the immigration service 
the amount spent on worker safety is just a fraction of what’s spent on their immigration policy 
 
ch: 
 
they’re supplying weapons and information  keeping dictators in power for their own means 
profit before human rights, profit before liberal democracy 
 
standing on the outside, looking up, at the great wall, at the great wall x4 
 
ch: 
 
 
the american dream  
the american dream, the american scheme  
us of a, the land of opportunity 
the american dream, the american scheme  
from rags to riches, education and jobs for all 
 
the american dream, the american scheme, anyone can become rich 
the american dream, the american scheme, anyone can become powerful 
 
the american, the american, the american dream x2 
 
the american dream x4  
 
the american dream, the american scheme  
skill and effort determines your place  
the american dream, the american scheme  
through hard work you can achieve prosperity  
 
the american dream, the american scheme, anyone can become rich 
the american dream, the american scheme, anyone can become powerful 



 
the american, the american, the american dream x2 
 
the american dream x4  
 
The American reality: The top 10% possess 80% of all wealth, the bottom 90% only 20%. 13 to 17% of the population is living below 
the federal poverty line at any given point in time. That’s around 40 million people, and roughly 40% fall below the poverty line at 
some point within a 10-year time span. The upper class lives longer. The proportion of upper class students at elite schools is 
increasing. Social classes tend to reproduce themselves. Between 40 and 60% of parents’ income advantage is passed on to their 
children. There are barriers to the channels for upward mobility. The United States is one of only a few developed countries where 
inequality has increased since 1980. 
 
 
in the closet  
ch:  
shalala.. in the closet x2 
 
faggot this, faggot that 
cock sucking pederasts 
all gods says it’s a crime 
bigots with nothing better on their minds 
 
woman equals being weak 
beat ‘em up cos’ they breath 
for being so disgusted by it 
they sure do know lot about it 
 
ch: 
 
against the survival 
of the human race 
against nature 
the punishment for decadence: hiv and aids 
 
the women are ugly 
the men are sissies 
lacking male role models 
who’s the man? who’s the woman? 
 
ch: 
 
everything that’s held true 
the exceptions prove the rule 
everything that’s held true 
everything, everything’s true 
 
ch: 
 
The worst homophobes are in the closet. 
 
 
home is where the danger is (home sweet home)  
its not in a dark alley 
not in a garage or parking lot 
not on the bus or subway 
not on the playground nor the football field 
its not at the day care center 
its not at the nursing home 
nor in the hospital 
no no no  
 
ch: 
home is where the danger is  
home sweet home 
 
its not in the store 
its not at work 
not on the jogging trail 



or on the street at night 
its not in the club, pub, bar, restaurant or cinema 
its not in the cab home 
no no no 
 
ch: 
 
Most violence in society is domestic violence, and it affects children, women and elderly. 
 
 
holidays in thailand 
at home he’s a fat, ugly, nobody 
down there he’s a handsome lover boy 
 
ch: 
holidays in thailand 
holidays in thailand in the sun 
and the fascist regime 
 
they’ve got drugs and bitches enough to spare 
bribes will get you out of anything 
 
ch: 
 
every little, filthy dream can come true 
what happens in thailand… 
 
ch: x2 
 
 
revolution of the rich  
the standard of living’s reduced 
with the growth of the numbers in need 
there are subsidies for home services 
and for construction work at houses 
 
the state co financed your dental care – cui bono? 
the price was raised by just as much - cui bono? 
as the price for subsidized services - cui bono? 
plus all fake jobs and no jobs at all  
 
ch: 
revolution of the rich x3 
politicians and capitalists 
x2 
 
privatization, increased diversity 
politicians selling out public activities 
to themselves or friends to knock down prices 
regulations limiting their competition 
 
our schools, nursing homes and hospitals - cui bono? 
pre-schools, care for disabled - cui bono? 
are all suffering ‘cos a minority - cui bono? 
only wants the best for themselves  
 
ch: 
 
tu nos 
perdo 
 
ch: 
 
“Cui bono?” is Latin for “Who benefits?” Emperor Cicero is said to have coined it in referring to the fact that the one who benefits 
from a crime is the guilty party. “Tu, nos perdo” means “you, we lose”. 
 
 
a woman's work is never done 



mother of all, mother of all x2 
 
she stays sober during pregnancy - mother of all, mother of all 
he needs to get pissed more than ever - mother of all, mother of all 
 
ch: 
a woman's work is never done 
 
when the child’s born she’s the one who stays home - mother of all, mother of all 
he doesn’t want his income to fall behind - mother of all, mother of all 
 
ch: 
 
when the days of parental leave - mother of all, mother of all 
are over and she’s back at her job - mother of all, mother of all 
she’ll still do all the house work  - mother of all, mother of all 
when he gets home he’s tired - mother of all, mother of all 
if the kids are sick and must stay home - mother of all, mother of all 
from school or day care - mother of all, mother of all 
she’s the one who will do it of course - mother of all, mother of all 
the firm just cant do without him  - mother of all, mother of all 
 
 
spirit way 
you know I miss you, you know I do, but you can’t come back 
our shared psychosis, our imposed madness, one of us had to crack 
haunting me 
you’re haunting me 
longing for your love x2 
 
ch: 
spirit way, spirit way feel the rhythm 
spirit way, spirit way to the ledge 
spirit way, spirit way feel the rhythm 
spirit way, spirit way the dance – of death  
 
every year that passes it somehow gets a little bit better 
still everyday’s a struggle not to yield that seems to go on forever  
haunting me 
you’re haunting me 
longing for your love x2 
 
ch: 
 
ch: x2 
 
Spirit way is a translation from Chinese from around year 0. It’s the road leading to the tomb of an emperor or other major dignitary. 
Dance of Death, danse macabre, etc is from 15th century Catholicism, when Death comes to collect you, regardless of social class, to 
dance along to your grave. The drugs make you feel like an emperor. Then you die like everyone else.  
  
 
the end  
0.8 C and speeding, towards the end 
  
0.8 C and speeding, towards the end 
speeding towards the end 
x2 
 
0.8 C and speeding, towards the end 
  
0.8 C and speeding, towards the end 
speeding towards the end 
 
0.8 degrees Celsius is the average rise in temperature due to global warming during the 20th century. And it’s constantly i 


